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HAPPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE! 


The new year has come, once again, bringing with it the usual quota 
of plans and aspirations in the minds of all of us. The Iowa Library As- 
sociation has its plans and aspirations for 1954, too. 


We aspire to 100 per cent active membership in the Association of 
Trustees and library staff people and libraries. 


We aspire to good library service for every person living in Iowa; this 
service to be headed by a strengthened State Traveling Library. 


The thoughtful, long-range program being prepared by the Associa- 
tion’s Planning Committee (the broad outlines of which were endorsed by 
the Association in convention in Des Moines last October) will go far to 
achieve the second aspiration if the first one is fulfilled. Only YOU can 


do that! 
My sincere good wishes to each of you for the achievement of your 
personal aspirations in 1954. 


Elizabeth B. Hage, President 
Iowa Library Association 
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LIBRARY SURVEY LITERATURE 
By Chase Dane 


Assistant to the Chief, Publishing Department 
American Library Association 


One of the surest signs of the ma- 
turity of any field of knowledge is 
the need for books about books within 
that field. When this need arises one 
does not have to seek further evi- 
dence of the coming of age of any 
discipline. 

And library survey literature has 
now reached its majority. That is, 
a sufficient body of literature about 
the library survey has now accumu- 
lated to make possible—and to make 
necessary or at least desirable—a his- 
torical treatment of the survey. 
Whether or not a history of the li- 
brary survey will ever be written is, 
of course, open to serious doubt. But 
the time, at any rate, is ripe for such 
a history, and the help which it 
would render is almost self-evident. 


The body of library survey liter- 
ature has now grown sufficiently to 
require a history of these surveys—a 
history which would show the 
changes which have taken place in 
survey techniques, which would sum- 
marize the accomplishments of past 
surveys, and which would indicate 
the areas requiring further research. 
Such a history would place in proper 
perspective the advantages and dis- 
advantages of past surveys. It would 
indicate the trends which have been 
followed. Most important of all, per- 
haps, it would reveal the areas in 
which the survey has been most prof- 
itable. 


For the survey probably does for 
the library what _ psychoanalysis 
does for the personality—it reveals 
weaknesses, it exposes the causes of 
continued wrong action, it clears 
away the obstacles to more effective 
activity, and it paves the way for new 
paths of development. Indeed, the 
value of the survey itself is so ob- 
vious that it hardly needs to be 
pointed out here. All that needs to 
be said now is that the importance 
of the survey fully justifies a history 
of the survey—provided, of course, 
that sufficient information and liter- 
ature have accumulated to necessitate 
the historical treatment. 


As was pointed out above, the lit- 
erature of the library survey is now 
voluminous enough to call for such 
treatment. That this is so can be 
shown by a cursory examination of 
some of the outstanding develop- 
ments in the field during the last fifty 
years. 

Early library surveys dealt pri- 
marily with individual libraries. It 
is probably impossible to name the 
first survey but for proof that they 
are nothing new one needs only to 
be reminded of the survey which 
Panizzi made of the British Museum. 
One also needs only to recall this fa- 
mous survey to realize at once the 
far-reaching effects they may have. 
For out of this survey came a 
thorough reorganization of Eng- 
land’s greatest library. 

In the modern sense of the term, 
however, the library survey did not 
develop in the United States until 
after the beginning of the twentieth 
century. And the surveys which 
were made before the Depression 
were chiefly surveys of individual 
libraries or of individual systems. 
This is true, for example, of the 1916 
report by Ayres and McKinnie on 
The Public Library and the Public 
Schools, which surveyed the libraries 
of Cleveland, Ohio. It is true like- 
wise of the James report on A Soci- 
ological Survey of the Providence 
Public Library in 1926. It is true 
also of the East St. Louis Public Li- 
brary survey of 1920. 

There were, of course, regional 
surveys undertaken during this pe- 
riod but they were the exception 
rather than the rule. It is interest- 
ing to note, moreover, in this con- 
nection, that one of the most impor- 
tant regional surveys was made in 
Canada rather than in the United 
States: the British Columbia Library 
Survey, 1927-1928, conducted under 
the auspices of the British Columbia 
Public Library Commission. It is 
also interesting to note that one of 
the most important regional surveys 
conducted in the United States at 
this time was, very much like the sur- 
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vey of 1850, confined to one type of 
library: George Works’ College and 
University Library Problems, a study 
of a selected group of institutions, 
published by the American Library 
Association in 1927. 


With the beginning of the 1930’s 
library surveys underwent an im- 
portant change. This change was, 
no doubt, due partly to the Depres- 
sion and partly to the establishment 
of the Graduate Library School of 
the University of Chicago. On li- 
brary science, as on so many other 
things, the Depression had a sober- 
ing effect. With decreased budgets 
libraries were forced to reduce their 
staffs and to curtail their book or- 
ders. At the same time, as a result 
of widespread unemployment, _li- 
braries had more patrons than ever 
before—or since, for that matter— 
and more often, consequently, com- 
pelled to keep longer hours. The 
need to meet this increased use with 
fewer funds and smaller staffs forced 
libraries to re-examine their oper- 
ations and policies critically. And 
this self-examination could best be 
accomplished by means of the survey. 


As a consequence of these economic 
factors, therefore, more surveys per- 
haps were undertaken during the 
1930’s than during the two preceding 
decades. Furthermore, a greater per- 
centage of these surveys were re- 
gional. The change which took place 
in the library survey during the 
1930’s was not, however, solely or 
even primarily a quantitative change. 
A qualitative change also took place 
at this time. And the establishment 
of the Graduate Library School of 
the University of Chicago was un- 
questionably an important factor in 
the initiation of this development in 
the library survey. 

The Graduate Library School was 
opened in 1928 for the primary pur- 
pose of encouraging research on the 
graduate level in the field of library 
science. Thus for the first time a 
library school was founded to foster 
the development of research rather 
than the development of techniques. 
When, therefore, the Depression 
came there was in existence a school 
ready to tackle its problems. 

The mere existence of the school 


itself, however, could not have been 
enough to bring about a qualitative 
change in the library survey. What 
was also needed was someone who 
would or could approach library 
problems from the point of view of 
the sociologist. And in Douglas 
Waples the Graduate Library School 
had this person. It is not too much 
to say that Waples has never re- 
ceived proper recognition for his con- 
tributions to the sociological aspects 
of library science during the 1930’s. 


He himself, in such works as What 
People Want to Read About, People 
and Print, Investigating Library 
Problems, and The Library, added a 
great deal to our knowledge of the 
survey. What is more important, 
perhaps, he encouraged others to pur- 
sue the study ef libraries by means 
of the survey. It is impossible to say 
how much he influenced or guided 
the work of Carnovsky, Wight, Mc- 
Diarmid, Haygood, Joeckel, Wilson 
and Randall, and how much they pro- 
ceeded on their own in keeping with 
the needs of the times. The fact re- 
mains, however, that all of these 
writers were connected with the 
Graduate Library School at one time 
or another, and that they all made 
significant contributions to the tech- 
niques or results of the library sur- 
vey. 

It is impossible here to indicate the 
full extent of these contributions. 
Attention should, however, be called 
to a few of the most outstanding. 
One of the most profitable, perhaps, 
was Haygood’s Who Uses the Public 
Library, which showed, among other 
things, what can be done with maps 
in revealing areas of use. This same 
idea was developed more fully the 
same year, 1938, by Wilson in The 
Geography of Reading. Nor should 
Wight and Carnovsky’s’ Library 
Service in a Suburban Area be over- 
looked. Joeckel’s The Government of 
the American Public Library, a clas- 
sic in library literature, was, in addi- 
tion to a penetrating study of the 
library in the political process, a na- 
tion-wide survey of public libraries. 
Later in 1940, Joeckel collaborated 
with Carnovsky on A Metropolitan 
Library in Action, a survey of the 
Chicago Public Library. And at the 





beginning of the period, in 1932, Ran- 
dall contributed a study of The Col- 
lege Library. 


These are, of course, only a few 
of the many and important surveys 
which were made during the decade 
from 1930 to 1940. They reveal 
nevertheless, if only partially, the 
attention and effort which was de- 
voted to the survey method. This 
decade was, from the point of view of 
the survey, the most fruitful in li- 
brary history. This is not to say, 
however, that many of these surveys 
were not criticized, for of course 
they were. Wilhelm Munthe, for ex- 
ample, wrote in American Librarian- 
ship from a European Angle, after a 
tour of American libraries, that the 
Graduate Library School was too 
heavily loaded on the side of the so- 
cial sciences. And this was no doubt 
true. 


At the end of this period, in 1940, 
McDiarmid wrote a kind of summary 
of the development and of the method 
in The Library Survey. In this book 
he set forth in an admirable way the 
principles of the library survey. 


With the return of economic pros- 
perity and with the coming of World 
War II, interest in the library survey 
lagged. For one thing, there was no 
longer the pressing economic necessi- 
ty for libraries to examine their 
services and policies. For another, 
the attention of libraries was turned 
to aiding in the war effort. For still 
another, so much had been said about 
the survey, about its uses and results 
and technique, that there was, it 
seemed, little left to say. 


But with the coming of peace and 
of a second return to quasi-normal- 
ity, libraries again directed their at- 
tention to the survey. The war and 
the consequent disuse of the survey 
method again made the time ripe for 
self-appraisal. Partly in keeping 
with this feeling, therefore, the Pub- 
lic Library Inquiry was undertaken. 
And of all library surveys the Public 
Library Inquiry has probably had 
more repercussions than any other. 
Its methods were attacked in As- 
heim’s A Forum on the Public Li- 
brary Inquiry, for example; the 
validity of its conclusions were 


questioned, and its implications were 
trequently denied. 

In spite of all this, however, the 
purpose of the Public Library In- 
quiry was achieved—it undeniably 
aroused fresh interest in the need for 
libraries to take a new look at them- 
selves. It is still too soon, perhaps, 
to assess all the results of the Public 
Library Inquiry. But surely one of the 
most important of these has been the 
number of surveys made since the 
Public Library Inquiry was completed 
in 1949. 

A further result of the Public Li- 
brary Inquiry has been the revival of 
regional surveys. This effect has 
probably been due to two facts: first, 
that the Public Library Inquiry itself 
was a regional survey, and thus en- 
couraged the broad approach ; second, 
that Garceau in the Public Library in 
the Political Process advocated the 
administrative organization of librar- 
ies on a regional (preferably state) 
level. But whatever the cause, the 
fact remains that at least two state 
surveys, one under way and one con- 
templated, have been influenced by 
the Public Library Inquiry. Thus 
Paxton Price, Missouri State Librar- 
ian, has described the debt of the 
Missouri Library Survey, initiated in 
June, 1952, to the recommendations 
made in the published reports of the 
Public Library Inquiry. And Fred- 
erick Wemner, in an article in the 
March, 1953, issue of the California 
Librarian, has revealed the influence 
of the Public Library Inquiry on the 
proposed California library survey. 


It is probably dangerous to predict 
the future developments of the li- 
brary survey, but at least some 
trends, which may grow into move- 
ments, are already apparent. The 
most important of these, no doubt, is 
the growing influence IBM methods 
will -have on library surveys of the 
future. The Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary, for example, has already 
shown how punched cards can be used 
to obtain more accurate statistical re- 
sults than ever before. Wilmer Baatz 
and Eugene Maurer, of the staff of 
the Milwaukee Public Library, have 
recently described surveys which they 
made of circulation, of serials, and of 
discards by means of IBM equipment. 
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Such surveys can, of course, be made 
more rapidly and more accurately in 
this way than in any other. The Uni- 
versity of Florida Library has also 
used IBM cards to make surveys of 
circulation, and of the use of poetry. 
The possibilities are, indeed, almost 
unlimited. 

The future of the survey, therefore, 


looks unusually promising. Perhaps 
by means of mechanical aids libraries 
will enter a new and profitable period 
of self-examination. And this is just 
one reason why it seems that now is 
an excellent time for some author to 
write a history of the library survey, 
for by examining the past we can in- 
sure the success of the future. 





IOWA LIBRARY SURVEY 


In October 1951 at the State Li- 
brary Meeting in lowa City, the Trus- 
tees’ Section decided to make a sur- 
vey of library conditions in Iowa. 

A Planning committee was ap- 
pointed consisting of Mrs. Harry 
Stanwood, past president of the Trus- 
tees’ Section; Forrest J. Ford, of the 
Scott County Library Board; Blanche 
A. Smith, librarian of the State Trav- 
eling Library ; Norman L. Kilpatrick, 
Associate Director of the University 
of Iowa libraries; and Frank T. Milli- 
gan, president of the Trustees’ Sec- 
tion of the Iowa Library Association. 

This committee worked with Pro- 
fessor Gold of the Sociology depart- 
ment of the University in formulat- 
ing a questionnaire for the survey. 
The information thus collected makes 
available a comprehensive picture of 
the state library situation. 

The statistical portion is printed in 
this issue. 

One question covered the organ- 
izational activities of librarians. In 
tabulating the answers, it is obvious 
that all librarians did not list all the 
organizations to which they belong. 
Only two listed any political organiza- 
tions, though the majority of them 
must belong to some political party. 
Many must have assumed member- 
ship in professional organizations for 
the state and national library organ- 
izations were not very well repre- 
sented. Many listed a few and then 
added “etc.” Some wrote in a state- 
ment that they had no time for organ- 
izations. 


The replies from libraries 1,500 
and over ran as follows (listing or- 
ganizations named by more than one 
librarian in the group) : 





110,000 5 ,000-|2,,500-|1 ,500- 
‘& over 10,000 5,000 | 2,500 
| | | ae 


Women’s clubs 
and similar 
social clubs | 25 | 2 19 | 29 




















Civie groups 








Educational 
groups 





Service groups 
D.A.R. 








Eastern Star 


A.A.U.W. 








American Legion 
and Auxiliary 





Art Assn. 











Dramea. League 

















IOWA LIBRARY SURVEY 


APPENDIX I 
Communities of 10,000 and over 
All figures are for 1950-51 
Zs. Be What was the total amount received 
in the fiscal your 1950-51? 


ESS $ 105,550 
Median .................. 32,575 (20) 
ea 
II. Give the total amount expended i in 1950- 
51 for: 
a. Books: 
a $15,630.97 
I ai. daiciandicinieani 5,255.31 (20) 
7 Seer 2, 399. 10 
b. Periodicals: 
See $ 2,398.19 
RRS 547.95 (20) 
| 2 226.90 
d. Salaries: 
a al $59,867.69 
Median .................-.- 14,963.72 (20) 
a as 5,010.58 
e. Bldg. Maint., ete.: 
EE $12,912.79 
a 3,721.49 (20) 
a 898.00 
f. Supplies 
| $ 3,995.18 
a 1,191.24 (15) 
| eee 297.04 
g. Others 
er $18,541.21 
REE een 3,505.29 (16) 
4S ae 905. 38 


IV. 1. What hours of the day is the li- 
brary open each week? 


Per Day 
ESE SEE Teer 12% 
See 12 (20) 
| EE 
3. What is the total circulation for 
1950-51? 
0 473,005 
Median ................-.-- 173,478 (20) 
I 39,758 


4. What is the total number of vol- 
umes in the library? 


Ses 185,462 
SE 50,757 (20) 
| RERERSR 23,332 


V. 2. How long have you lived in your 
present community? 
ae 50 
Se ae (20) 


II 
Communities of 5,000-10,000 
All figures are for 1950-51 
I. 1. What was the total amount received 
in = _— year mes wi 


ae 20,600 
Eee 8,100 (21) 
ES 3,5 

II. Give the total amount expended in 

1950-51 for: 

a. Books: 
ESS CE $ 2,074.74 
SERS 1,321.92 (21) 
TS 673.65 

b. Periodicals: 
2a $ 372.09 


38 


d. 


RIE issscccndidibinsisonies 254.99 (20) 
| Se 159.45 
Salaries: 

REE: $ 6,035.61 
Median ............ oe 3,361.45 (21) 
i 1,861.03 


e. Bldg. Maint., etc.: 
High ........................9 5,558.25 
Median .................. 1,304.99 (21) 
7a 85.00 

f. Supplies: 
a $ 2,315.04 
Median .................. 239.87 (17) 
are 52.55 

g. Others 
ee: $ 7,479.26 
Median ..................-- 843.99 (16) 
| eee 242.70 


IV. 1. What hours of the day is the li- 
brary open each week? 


Per Day 
ON ais 10 
Median .................... 7 (20) 
| SRS RECREARSER E eae 3 
What is the total circulation for 
1950-51? 
EE 188,806 
I ccccknsmeecaasicus 38,598 (21) 
0 (aaa 23,310 


. What is the total number of vol- 


umes in the library? 


eae 26,272 
a 17,328 (21) 
Se 10,504 


V. 2. How long have you lived in your 
present community ? 


53 
Median .................... 35 (20) 
L 5 


Ill 


Communities of 2,500-5,000 


All figures are for 1950-51 


I. 1. What was the total amount received 
in the fiscal year 1950-51? 
the fiscal year 1950-51? 


sa $ 14,100 
RE 5,500 (33) 
{a 1,750 


II. Give the total amount expended in 
1950-51 for: 


Books: 
rE $ 1,553.80 
Median .................. 799.66 (33) 
ese 315.69 
Periodicals 
a $ 378.65 
|e 164.75 (33) 
ae 22.50 
Salaries 
OE ea ed $ 3,795.61 
Median .................... 1,882.61 (33) 
ae 572.19 
Bldg. Maint., etc.: 
Ne $ 2,082.31 
Median .................... 966.29 (33) 
| | 56.91 
Supplies 
7 $ 575.46 
Median .................... 116.12 (24) 
| ES ere 10.00 











$ 1,843.44 
407.15 (23) 
Low 20.00 
IV. 1. What —— of the day is the li- 
open each week? 


22,385 (33) 
,430 
. What is the total number of vol- 
umes in the library? ? 
18,517 
11,401 (33) 
5,592 
V. 2. How long have you lived in your 
present community; ? 


Communities of 1,500-2,500 
All figures are for 1950-51 


I. 1. What was the total amount received 
in the fiscal year 1950-51? 
h 4,880 


2,630 (37) 
y 240 
II. Give the total amount expended in 
1950-51 for: 
a. : 
$ 1,197.69 
493.30 
32.29 


$ 213.20 
106.83 (33) 
5.25 


(37) 


(37) 


(26) 


164.92 
46.99 (32) 
6.30 


$ 2,029.04 
180.85 (27) 
5.00 
IV. 1. What hours of the day is the li- 
brary open each week? 


9.915 (37) 
814 


. What is the total number of vol- 
umes in the library ? 


V. 2. How long have you lived in your 
present community ? 
i 59 


40 (36) 
12 


Communities of 500-1,500 
All figures are for 1950-51 
I. 1. What was the total amount received 
in the fiscal year 1950-517? 
High 4,340 


930 (97) 
100 
II. Give the total amount expended in 
1950-51 for: 
a. 
$ 1,142.66 
244.55 (88) 
46.10 


(72) 
(89) 


(57) 


199.93 
26.54 
1.22 


477.76 
36.42 (56) 
1.80 
IV. 1. What hours of the day is the li- 
brary open each week? 


(62) 


4,867 (90) 
255 
. What is the total number of vol- 
umes in the library? 
11,503 


High 
4,024 (95) 
1,005 
2. How long have you lived in your 
present community ? 


Communities of 500 or less 
All figures are for 1950-51 
. What was the total amount received 
in oe a year 1950-517? 





II. Give the total amount expended in 


1950-51 for: 

a. Books: 
REE eerce: $ 371.00 
Median ................... 71.00 (19) 
(Es 19.00 

b. Periodicals: 

igh $ 703.25 

Se 228.69 (16) 
ee 107.87 

d. Salaries: 
BE cseccanctiencvinnsisial $ 300.00 
Median .......... pene 112.00 (18) 
eee 39.00 

e. Bldg. Maint. etce.: 
ae ee 151.50 
Median ................ 34.50 (10) 
OSE 2.40 

f. Supplies: 
I nc cccisiatthickiodentin’ 33.95 
eee 11.82 (10) 
Se ee 32 

g. Others 
SET © csc ratnailcmseeel $ 234.96 


Median .................. 17.06 (15) 
> eee 2.50 


IV. 1. What hours of the day is the li- 
brary open each week? 


Per Week 
Seas 14 
Median .................... 4 (23) 
| eee 2 
3. What is the total circulation for 
1950-51? 
| ESTE 5,145 
eae 1,833 (22) 
GRR ocean 307 


4. What is the total number of vol- 
umes in the library? 


RRNA entre 6,423 
IED soiciincatanecisdeiatiie 1,926 (23) 
ee 732 


V. 2. How long have you lived in your 
present community? 


78 
40 (25) 
10 





COMMISSION ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 


Early in the 83rd Congress, Pres- 
ident Eisenhower requested the Con- 
gress to establish a Commission to 
study all Federal grants-in-aid in 
the fields of health, education and 
welfare. Legislation was introduced 
in both houses of Congress. It is 
now known as Public Law 109, hav- 
ing passed the Congress. Under the 
mandate of the legislation, this Com- 
mission will determine: 

1. Whether there is justification 
for Federal aid in the various 
fields in which Federal aid is 
extended. 

2. Whether there are other fields 
in which Federal aid should be 
extended. 

3. Whether Federal control with 
respect to these activities should 
be limited, and if so, to what 
extent. 

4. Whether the Federal aid should 
be limited to cases of need. 

Membership of the Commission 
will be 25: 

- 15 members to be appointed by the 
President to include representa- 
tion of the various governmen- 
tal levels and of outstanding 
members of the general public: 
9 Republicans and 6 Democrats. 

5 members to be appointed by the 
President of the Senate, of 
whom 3 will be Republicans. 

5 members to be appointed by the 


Speaker of the House, of whom 
3 will be Republicans. 

It has been mentioned in many 
sources that the membership will in- 
clude governors, mayors, and city 
managers. Names have not yet been 
published to show who will be on the 
Commission. 

This Commission is one of the most 
important to be established in the 
last few years. It is somewhat like 
the old Hoover Commission. It will 
make its report and recommenda- 
tions on March 1, 1954. These rec- 
ommendations will have lasting ef- 
fect in these various fields for several 
years to come. 

The future of the Library Services 
Bill will be determined by the results 
of this study because it is a bill to 
establish grants-in-aid for libraries. 
Libraries may be in an extremely 
fortunate position because recogni- 
tion will be given to those areas in 
which there is need for some Federal 
assistance. 

At the recent Conference in Los 
Angeles, the Executive Board, recog- 
nizing the importance of this Com- 
mission to any Federal program for 
public library extension service, set 
up machinery for the appointment 
of a special ALA Committee to 
gather background and facts for pre- 
sentation to the Commission. As 
soon as the make up of the Commis- 
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sion on Intergovernmental Relations 
is published, the ALA Committee 
will be named. It is hoped that this 
ALA Committee will be able to pre- 
sent its findings in person to the 
Commission should it hold hearings. 

The Commission on Intergovern- 
mental Relations, which will have 
far-reaching effects for libraries as 
well as other educational activities, 
appears about ready to move. This 
Commission will study all state-Fed- 
eral relationships which deal with 
Federal grants-in-aid. Details on 
the Commission are given in the 
Washington Newsletters for July 21 
and September 4. 

On September 18, President Eisen- 
hower announced the fourteen addi- 
tional members he has appointed to 
the Commission. For your conveni- 
ence the full membership is listed 


below : 
House Members 
Congressman Noah M. Mason (R., IIl.) 
Congressman James I. Dolliver (R., Iowa) 
Congressman Harold C. Ostertag (R., N. Y.) 
Congressman John D. Dingell (D., Mich.) 
Congressman Brooks Hays (D., Ark.) 
Senate Members 
Senator Robert C. Hendrickson (R., N. J.) 
Senator Andrew F. Schoeppel (R., Kans.) 
Senator Guy Cordan (R., Ore.) 
Senator Clyde R. Hoey (D., N. C.) 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.) 
Public Members 
John E. Burton, Republican, vice president 
of Cornell University, former chair- 
man of the New York State Power Au- 
thority and former New York State 
Budget Director 

Mrs. Alice K. Leopold, Republican, Secre- 
tary of State for Connecticut 

Lawrence A. Appley, Republican of New 
Jersey, president of the American Man- 
agement Association 

William Anderson, Independent, Professor 
of Political Science at the University 
of Minnesota, and member of the Com- 
mittee on Federal-State Relations of 
the Commission on Organization of the 
Executive Branch of the Government, 
which was headed by former President 
Hoover 

Samuel H. Jones, Democrat, former Gover- 
nor of Louisiana 

Charles Henderson, Mayor of Youngstown, 
Ohio, and president of the Ohio Munic- 
ipal League 

Clark Kerr, Independent, chancellor of the 
University of California and _ public 
member of the Wage Stabilization 
Board, 1950-51 

Governors 

Allan Shivers, Democrat of Texas, former 
chairman of the Governors’ Conference 

John S. Battle, Democrat of Virginia 

Alfred E. Driscoll, Republican of New Jer- 
sey 
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Dan Thornton, Republican of Colorado, also 
a former chairman of the Governors’ 
Conference 

Executive Branch 

Marion B. Folsom, Republican of New York, 
Under Secretary of the Treasury 

Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, Democrat of Tex- 

as, Secretary of the Department of 

Health, Education and Welfare 

Peterson, Republican, former Gover- 

nor of Nebraska, who is a director of 

the Federal Civil Defense Administra- 


tion 

The New York Times for Septem- 
ber 19 carried an article on the Com- 
mission which stated “a final report 
will be filed by the Commission on 
March 1, 1954, after which the Pres- 
ident is expected to make far-reach- 
ing recommendations for congres- 
sional action.” 

Too much stress can not be placed 
on the study which this Commission 
is undertaking. It will have lasting 
effects for the next few years. Un- 
der the mandate to the Commission, 
study will be given to areas in which 
Federal aid is not now given but is 
needed. The Library Services Bill 
certainly falls within the scope of 
this provision. The ALA will pre- 
sent its case to the Commission. 

Work must be done with each mem- 
ber of the Commission by the librari- 
ans, trustees and friends of the 
library from his State. It is most im- 
portant that these people be con- 
tacted at once so that they will begin 
their work realizing the importance 
of libraries and the need for consid- 
eration by the Commission. Please 
get busy as soon as possible with 
your contacts. Keep the Washington 
office informed of your activities 
— these members and their -reac- 
ions. 


Val 





MIDWINTER MEETING 

The Annual Midwinter Meeting of 
the American Library Association is 
expected to bring 1,200 librarians 
from all sections of the country to 
the Morrison Hotel in Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 2 to 6. The ALA Annual Con- 
ference will be held in the Twin 
Cities, St. Paul-Minneapolis, June 20 
to 26. 

This is the first time in many years 
that the meeting, which is devoted 
entirely to business sessions of ALA 
committee, boards, and round tables, 
will be held in a central (loop) loca- 








tion. These sessions surround three 
meetings of the ALA Council whose 
members form the legislative and 
policy-making body of ALA. The 
Council will meet at 10 a. m. and 2:30 
p.m. on Thursday, February 4, and 
at 10 a. m., Friday, February 5. ALA 
President Flora B. Ludington, 
Librarian, Mount Holyoke College 
Library, will preside and will make a 
mid-year report. ALA Executive Sec- 
retary David H. Clift will report to 
Council for the Headquarters staff; 
and among other reports will be: 
Nominating Committee, Ralph Enter- 
quest, Director, Midwest Inter-Li- 
brary Center, Chicago, chairman; In- 
ternational Relations Board, Douglas 
W. Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
Librarian, Harvard College Library, 
chairman; Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, John H. Ottemiller, Associ- 
ate Librarian, Yale University, chair- 
man; Constitution and Bylaws, Alex 
Ladenson, Assistant Librarian, Chi- 
cago Public Library, chairman; Com- 
mittee on Divisional Relations, Louis 
M. Nourse, Librarian, St. Louis Pub- 
lic Library, chairman; Public Docu- 
ments Committee, L. H. Kirkpatrick, 
Librarian, University of Utah, chair- 
man; Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship, Jack Dalton, Librarian, 
Alderman Library, University of 
Virginia, chairman; and Committee 
on Boards and Committees, Robert 
B. Downs, Director, Library and Li- 
brary School, University of Illinois, 
chairman. 

A Workshop for State and Re- 
gional Library Association Officers, 
under chairmanship of Andre Niel- 
sen, Librarian, Evanston, Illinois, 
Public Library, will be held in three 
sessions, at 10 a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 


8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 2. 
The last meeting will be held jointly 
with the State Librarians. Topics to 
be covered at the respective sessions 


are: Mechanics of Conference Plan- 
ning, Cooperation of State, Regional 
and ALA Committees, and planning 
for Library Development—Coopera- 
tion of State Agencies and State As- 
sociations. 

The announcement of “The No- 
table Books of 1953” will be made by 
the committee chairman, Mary E. 
Dollard, Cleveland Public Library. 

The Third Library Building Plans 
Institute will be conducted as a pre- 
conference activity of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries. 
The meetings will be held January 30 
and 31 at Memorial Library, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Madison, under 
chairmanship of Charles M. Adams, 
Librarian, Women’s College, Univer- 
sity of North Carolina. 

Audio-visual materials in library 
education will be studied in a pre- 
conference Workshop for Library 
School Faculties, to be held at the 
Morrison on February 1. The Work- 
shop is sponsored jointly by the 
Audio-Visual Board, the Board of 
Education for Librarianship, the Li- 
brary Education Division, and the 
Association of American Library 
Schools. Chairman is Irving Lieber- 
man, School of Librarianship, Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley. 

Other organizations which will 
hold meetings in connection with the 
ALA Midwinter Meeting are: Asso- 
ciation of American Library Schools, 
Midwest Regional Group of the Med- 
ical Library Association, and the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Catholic Li- 
brary Association. 





PRE-CONFERENCE LIBRARY BUILDINGS INSTITUTE 


A Pre-Conference Library Build- 
ings Institute will be held in St. Paul 
on Saturday and Sunday, June 19 
and 20, 1954 preceding the ALA An- 
nual Conference in Minneapolis. 

The first day of the Institute will 
be devoted to the problems of all 
types of library buildings beginning 
with the early programming aspects 
of building planning through prelim- 
inary planning ang working draw- 


ings. On the second day of the Insti- 
tute, the group will be divided into 
three special Institutes where the 
problems of public, college and school 
library buildings will receive consid- 
eration. 

The Pre-Conference Institute is 
being jointly sponsored by the ALA 
Buildings Committee and the several 
Buildings Committees of ALA Divi- 
sions. The Institute will be held in 
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the down-town area of St. Paul. A 
formal announcement will be made 
regarding the Institute following the 
meeting of the ALA Buildings Com- 
mittee in Chicago in Midwinter. 


Registration and program informa- 
tion will be released at that time. 


Hoyt R. Galvin, Chairman 
ALA Buildings Committee 





AWARDS 
Workers with Children and Young People 


Librarians working with children 
and young people in either public li- 
braries or in schools are eligible to 
apply for the E. P. Dutton-John Mac- 
rae Award for Advanced Study in 
the Field of Library Work with Chil- 
dren and Young People, the Ameri- 
can Library Association announces. 

This annual award of $1,000 was 
established in July, 1952, by the E. 
P. Dutton Company as part of its 
centennial celebration. It is in honor 
of two former presidents of the com- 
pany. 

The Award is made and is admin- 
istered by the American Library As- 
sociation. For 1954, a special commit- 
tee was appointed by the Executive 
Board of the ALA to select the 
candidate to receive it. The commit- 
tee includes representatives of the 
ALA Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People and the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians and the Board of Education 
for Librarianship. Mrs. Frances 
Spain, Superintendent of Work with 


Trustees’ 


Two outstanding trustees of the 
libraries of the nation will be cited 
by the American Library Association 
at the ALA Annual Conference in the 
Twin Cities, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
June 20-26. Nominations for the 
1954 awards must be mailed to the 
Jury on Citation of Trustees, Amer- 
ican Library Association, 50 East 
Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois, not 
later than March 15, 1954. 

The citations, which have been 
awarded each year since 1941, are 
limited to trustees in actual service 
during at least a part of the calendar 
year preceding the ALA Annual Con- 
ference. Equal consideration is given 
to the service records of trustees of 
both large and small libraries. The 
jury is interested in the state and 
national library activities of the can- 
didates as well as their contributions 


Children, New York Public Library, 
is chairman of the committee. 
Proposals submitted must indicate 
clear possibilities of contributing to 
library service to children and young 
people as well as to the professional 
growth of the recipient. The award 
may be used for formal advanced 
study in librarianship or related 
fields or for informal advanced study 
and investigation through directed 
services in an established children’s 
or young people’s department in a 
public library or in a school library, 
or through other appropriate proj- 
ects. Applications for the 1954-55 
award must be received by March 15. 
Presentation of the award will be 
made at the ALA Annual Conference 
in the Twin Cities, Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, June 20-26. For further details 
and application blanks write to: 


Mrs. Frances Lander Spain, Chairman 

E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award Committee 
The New York Public Library 

Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street 

New York 18, New York 


Citations 
to the local library. 
Recommendations must be accom- 
panied by a full record of the candi- 
date’s achievements, and may be sub- 
mitted by any library board, any 
individual library trustee, a_ state 
library association, a state trustee or- 
ganization, a state library extension 
agency, or by the Trustee Section of 
the ALA Public Libraries Division. 
The members of the 1954 jury are: 
Eleanor Plain, Librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Aurora, Illinois, chairman; 
Mrs. Bertha D. Hellum, Field Repre- 
sentative, State Library, Sacramento, 
California; Anthony J. Cerrato, Trus- 
tee, Public Library, 20 South Broad- 
way, Yonkers, New York; William E. 
Marcus, 47 East 64th Street, New 
York, New York; Mrs Marian D. 
Tomlinson, 720 Simpson Street, Ev- 
anston, Illinois. 
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Outstanding Librarians 


The Awards Committee of the 
American Library Association is 
seeking nominations for several out- 
standing awards which will be pre- 
sented at the ALA Annual Confer- 
ence, June 20 to 26, in the Twin 
Cities, Minneapolis-St. Paul. Dead- 
line for nominations to be made is 
March 15, 1954. 

Nominations should be submitted 
before that date to Helen E. Wes- 
sells, Chairman of the ALA Awards 
Committee, at her office as Editor of 
Library Journal, 62 West 45th Street, 
New York 36, New York. 

Asking the cooperation of all li- 
brarians and of Library Associations 
and groups, Mrs. Wessells pointed 
out: “This is an opportunity to honor 
those among us who are worthy of 
distinction in service to the profes- 
sion and to the public. The nomina- 
tions should be accompanied by a 
short statement of the reasons why 
the candidate should be selected in 
light of the award purposes.” 

Nominations are sought for the 
following awards: 

The Joseph W. Lippincott Award 
of $500 and a special certificate, pre- 
sented annually for distinguished 
service in the profession of librarian- 
ship, such service to include outstand- 
ing participation in the activities of 


professional library associations, no- 
table published professional writing, 
or other significant activity on behalf 
of the profession and its aims. 

The Letter Award to a librarian, 
of $100 and a special certificate, pre- 
sented annually by Mrs. Ada McCor- 
mick, editor of the magazine, Letter, 
to a librarian who, in the line of duty, 
contributes most to emphasize the 
human qualities of service in librari- 
anship. It is frequently noted that 
since this award emphasizes the hu- 
man qualities of librarianship, the 
size of the library in which a candi- 
date serves is not a determining fac- 
tor. 

The Letter Library Award of $100 
and a special certificate, given an- 
nually by Mrs. McCormick to a li- 
brary for distinguished contribution 
on an issue of current or continuing 
importance. 

The Melvil Dewey Medal, estab- 
lished in 1952 by the Forest Press, 
Inc., awarded annually to an indi- 
vidual or a group for recent creative 
professional achievement of a high 
order, particularly in those fields in 
which Melvil Dewey was so actively 
interested, notably, library manage- 
ment, library training, cataloging 
and classification, and the tools and 
techniques of librarianship. 





HAIL AND FAREWELL 


From the time the Hertzberg Bind- 
ery was opened in Des Moines, Sep- 
tember 1921, their one objective has 
been the highest service to Iowa li- 
braries and schools. 

‘' A short time ago, Mr. Hertzberg 
called at the office of the State Trav- 
eling Library to tell us about the 
changes being made in their organi- 
zation. Believing that book binding 
costs have gone as high as library 
budgets can stand, they are enlarging 
their base so that service need not be 
curtailed nor its quality lessened. 
Three companies are combining to 
serve the area previously served by 
Hertzberg Craftsmen, Monastary 
Bindery in Chicago and New Method 
in Jacksonville, Illinois. Lawrence 
Hertzberg will be in charge of the 
Hertzberg-New Method, the name 
under which the business will be car- 


ried on, in Jacksonville. This will be 
done with a minimum of delay for 
customers. Covers and other details 
will still be handled in Des Moines. 
We regret the necessity that brings 
about this change but appreciate the 
underlying motive, which is the con- 
tinuation of the best binding at low- 
est possible costs. We know we can 
continue to count on the never-failing 
courtesy we have always received 
from the Hertzbergs. All our best 
wishes go with them in this reorgani- 
zation that will make possible the 
continuous fine service that has be- 
come a synonym with their name. 
So it is farewell to the bindery that 
has turned out fine work in Des 
Moines for 33 years and hail to the 
reorganized company in Jacksonville 
that will continue to carry the torch. 
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PERSONALS 


Agnes Buskirk, Woodbury County 
librarian, resigned in November to 
accept a county library appointment 
in Missouri. Mrs. Orpha Jerman of 
Lawton is serving temporarily as li- 
brarian of the county. . 


Florence Butler, director of chil- 
dren’s work in the Sioux City public 
library, was the honored guest at the 
annual Agora leadership dinner at 
the Mayfair hotel in November. 
Agora is the all-women’s organiza- 
tion at Morningside college. Each 
year they select a woman in the com- 
munity who has achieved a position 
of leadership in Sioux City and the 
surrounding area. In accepting the 
honor Miss Butler spoke on the sub- 
ject “Wise and Otherwise.” She ex- 
pressed the belief that everyone 
should be himself, choose what he 
wants to do and then learn to do it 
well, ending with the remark: “So 
each one of you find your own song, 
and have a wonderful time singing 
hy 

Mrs. Mary Irvine, reference librari- 
an in the Davenport public library 
since 1934 and a member of the staff 
since 1927, retired November 30. 
Mrs. Irvine will continue to reside in 
Davenport and will devote part of her 
time to writing. 


Ann Malner, former librarian at 
the Monticello public library, was 
married Thanksgiving Day to John 
G. Mosca of Chisholm, Minnesota. 
Mrs. Mosca is librarian of the Chis- 
holm public schools. 


Mrs. Greta Remborg of Akarp, Swe- 
den, arrived in Newton in November 
to assist Marie Kunze in the Jasper 
County library. She came as a trainee 
through the American Library Asso- 
ciation. Her husband will attend 
Iowa State College as an exchange 
student. Mrs. Remborg organized a 
library in a hospital in Upsala, a uni- 
versity town in Sweden. 


Margaret F. Ryan, daughter of Mrs. 
Maude F. Ryan of Manchester, has 
been assigned as librarian at Camp 
Kobe in Japan. Miss Ryan was hos- 
pital librarian at the Veterans’ hos- 
pital in Iowa City before going over- 
seas in August. 
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Hazel Walker, formerly school prin- 
cipal in the Toledo schools, is the 
newly appointed school librarian at 
Orange City. She has recently com- 
pleted a course in library science at 
Iowa State Teachers College. 





NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 


Alta Vista—Mrs. Arthur Kohls has 
been appointed librarian to succeed 
Mrs. George Pross who is moving 
from Alta Vista. 

Anthon—The $500 bequest from 
Mrs. Florence Heuer has been used to 
buy furniture for the library which 
moved into quarters in the new An- 
thon town hall in the summer. Mrs. 
Heuer, widow of the former publisher 
of the Anthon Herald, served for ten 
years as chairman of the Anthon 
library board. 

Atlantic—Open house was held at 
the library December 28 from 7:30 
to 9 p.m., to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of the dedication of the library. 
The board and staff members served 
as hosts and hostesses. 

The library was a gift from An- 
drew Carnegie and nearly 500 people 
attended the dedication fifty years 
ago, when the Honorable Smith Mc- 
Pherson of Red Oak, judge of the 
United States district court for the 
southern Iowa district, was the 
speaker. 


Blairstown—The third annual open 
house was celebrated during Book 
Week, November 21. The librarian 
and board members provided cake 
and coffee. The cake which really re- 
ceived most comment was baked and 
delivered by George Haloupek who 
had never baked a cake before. It was 
chocolate, with marshmallow frost- 
ing, and eaten to the last crumb. 

The library has been in its new 
quarters, the Veterans Memorial 
Building, for a year now. Eleven 
books were awarded as prizes to 
grade school children in the library’s 
first annual book review contest. 

Brooklyn—The library has acquired 
an additional room adjoining the 
present room. Several clubs have 
made plans to help finance the project 
which will provide pleasant library 
rooms with sufficient space, reading 
material and equipment. 








Clinton—Plans are under way for 
a new Lyons branch library costing 
$27,000 and with a book capacity of 
12,000. It will be 62 by 29 feet. 


Des Moines—The Fortnightly Mu- 
sical Club plans to start a circulating 
record collection at the library, turn- 
ing over their $200 memorial fund 
for that purpose. The collection will 
be limited to long-playing non-break- 
able records, because of the breakage 
problem. The library has more than 
2,000 records in its reference collec- 
tion which are not for circulation but 
may be heard in the library building. 


Fairfield—The library celebrated its 
100th birthday in November by open- 
ing a historical room on the second 
floor of the library building. The 
room was originally intended for an 
auditorium and lecture room and was 
so used for many years. 

The Fairfield Library Association 
was founded in March 1853 by a small 
group of men. The first books in the 
library were biographies and _his- 
tories. Ward Lamson was sent east 
to purchase the books, a sum of $40 
was entrusted to him and he was in- 
structed that no fiction was to be in- 
cluded in the list. The present build- 
ing was erected in 1893 at a cost of 
$40,000, a gift from Andrew Carne- 
gie. There are now 26,455 volumes in 
the library and 211 books on the Me- 
morial shelves. 


Guttenberg—The town of Gutten- 
‘berg has acquired a set of facsimile 
Gutenberg Bibles. The rare two vol- 
ume set, on display many years in 
the Johann Gutenberg Print Shop 
in Mainz, Germany, was viewed by 
residents of the town, December 12, 
in the Guttenberg Municipal building, 
after which they were returned to the 
bank vault where they will be kept 
until a permanent display can be ar- 
ranged. 

The books were secured by Charles 
Millham, publisher of the Guttenberg 
Press, and brought to Guttenberg by 
Lavern Moser who had been serving 
with the army in Germany. 

Iowa City—The Iowa City Library 
Club had a Christmas party at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Benton. 
The guests brought toys which were 
distributed to the children at Uni- 
versity hospital by Mrs. Leota Stagg 


at the party and story hour held at 
the hospital. 

Mason City—The Reverend Alfred 
R. Malone, rector of the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, was elected presi- 
dent of the Friends of Libraries at 
the November meeting. He succeeds 
A. J. Feeney. 

Paton—The library held a hobby 
show during Book Week which 
proved to be an interesting attraction 
to the public. There were 65 hobbies 
on display, sponsored by the library 
and the Ingleside club. The 41 award 
books were also shown. They had 
been given to young people who had 
completed their summer reading, 
which included 12 books, 12 poems, 
one religious book and one biography. 

Rockwell City—Mrs. Prudence Mar- 
tens has succeeded Mrs. W. D. Minor 
as librarian. Mrs. Minor has pur- 
chased a business and will be busy 
selling gift items, house furnishings 
and lingerie with the same enthusi- 
asm she has demonstrated in her 
library work. 

Shenandoah—A bond issue of $25,- 
000 was approved for an addition to 
the library. Plans are being com- 
pleted for the work and operations 
are slated for early spring. 

State Center—Mrs. Elroda Woods 
and children gave $100 to the library 
for the purchase of books in memory 
of the late Dr. A. D. Woods. 

Tama—Four Tama women’s clubs 
presented a picture to the library to 
be hung in the children’s room in 
memory of Mrs. H. C. Woods, who 
served as librarian for 36 years. Mrs. 
Woods retired in 1950 and died in 
1951. 

Wall Lake—Mrs. Hazel Sifford of 
Carroll has presented a Lincoln li- 
brary of 29 volumes to the library, in 
memory of her husband, the late Ross 
Sifford. It was his wish that it be 
placed in his old home town. 





CHANGES IN LIBRARY BOARDS 


Ackley—Mrs. Henry Thielke re- 
places Mrs. Leo Croker who moved 
to Manchester. 

Belmond—tThe resignation of Ray 
Klemme brings to an end a service of 
37 years to the library. He was ap- 
pointed before the construction of the 
library building where his knowledge 














of construction was of great value in Weston E. Jones which runs to July 

planning, erecting and maintaining 1955. 

the building. Wall Lake—Mrs. Steve Hoft is a 
Charles City—Mrs. W. K. Carr re- newly appointed member of the li- 

places Mrs. Alma Carney who felt’ brary board. 

unable to continue for another term. West Union—Mrs. R. M. Wester- 
Jack W. Frye was appointed to fin- field succeeds Mrs. C. L. Hackett who 

ish the unexpired term of the late is making her home in Texas. 





ALA ADULT EDUCATION GRANTS 


The American Library Association’s Office for Adult Education has an- 
nounced the awarding of twenty sub-grants totalling $77,975 to libraries in 
various parts of the nation, for the purpose of “stimulating the initiation and 
development of adult education services to adult and young adult community 
groups.” 


The sub-grants were made from a $100,000 grant to ALA from the Fund 
for — Education, an independent organization established by the Ford 
Foundation. 


All libraries were given an opportunity to submit project plans in an an- 
nouncement made by ALA last July. Eighty-six projects, seeking a total of 
$469,000, were submitted from 35 states and Alaska, according to Mrs. 
Grace Stevenson, ALA Associate Executive Secretary who serves as Chief 
of the ALA Office for Adult Education. The proposals included 41 from 
municipal libraries, 18 from county and regional libraries, 8 state libraries, 
14 college and university libraries, and 5 special libraries. Budget requests 
ranged from $150 to $29,000. 


In announcing the awards, Mrs. Stevenson said: 


“We believe the projects which these sub-grants made possible will have 
a significant effect on extending and strengthening the role of libraries in 
adult education activities. We know that two other adult education projects 
of ALA, the American Heritage program of discussion groups, and the ALA 
Survey of Adult Education Activities in Public Libraries have had such an 
effect. Actually, most of the project proposals for sub-grants which we re- 
ceived came from areas in which these other projects have been carried for- 
ward or from adjacent areas.” 


Mrs. Stevenson said that many good projects which were submitted were 
not given sub-grants “only of necessity because of lack of money to cover 
them.” She added: 


“The Screening Committee attempted always to choose the best project 
but took into consideration the geographic and population breakdown, the 
type of library, variety of programs, provisions for evaluation, and possibil- 
ities of carrying the project on at a later date without aid from grants. 
Some submitted projects were eliminated because they were in the field of 
vocational education instead of liberal education, as required. The Commit- 
tee also weighed each proposal in the light of its possible benefit to the library 
profession as a whole in making a contribution toward adult education.” 


Serving on the Screening Committee were Miss Amy Winslow, Director, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md.; Mrs. Florence Craig, Director of 
Adult Education, Cuyahoga County Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio; and Miss 
Katherine Stokes, Librarian, Western Michigan College of Education, Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan. 


With $77,975 allocated in the sub-grants, the remainder of the $100,000 
grant provides administration, comprehensive evaluation of the projects, 
and extensive consultant field services to the projects. 


47 





Of interest to Iowa librarians is 
Pioneering leaders in librarianship 
recently published by ALA. It lists 
18 men and women who have made 
notable contributions to the library 
profession in new lines or by improv- 
ing old methods. 

Two of these included are Miriam 
S. Carey who served as librarian in 
Burlington for six years and was 
later supervisor of libraries in lowa 
institutions for two years, and our 
beloved Alice S. Tyler who organized 
the Iowa Library Commission and 
served as executive secretary until 
1913. The chapter on Miss Tyler was 
written by Cora Richardson Scott as 
her thesis at Western Reserve Li- 
brary School. Dean Thirza Grant, 
who served on Miss Tyler’s faculty, 
furnished much personal informa- 
tion. 








